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*Tis not a Set of Features, or Complexion, 

The Tincture of the Skin, the WIS z admire ; 
Beanty ſoon grows familiar to the Lover, 

Fades in his Eye, and palls upon his Senſe ! 
The virtuons Virgin tours above ber Sex, 

Wirth ſpotleſs Beauty ſhines divinely fair ; 
While ftill the lovely Maid improves her Charms, 
With inward Greatneſs, nuaffeted Wiſdom, 
And Sauttity of Manners : — Heavenly Gocdacfs, 
Shines out in every Thing ſhe acts or ſpeaks ; 
While winning Mildneſs and attractive Smiles 
Dwell on her Looks, and, with becoming Grace, 
Soften the Rigour of auſterer Virtue ! 
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225 L er, is a Pain to the Poſſe 7 
1 |: : 12 and can be of no Si 6 
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boundleſs Capacity of doing Miſchief : But 
when theſe two Qualities unite, they bleſs 
Mankind in Proportion to their Degrees, 
and conſpire to form that Charafter which 
in this World moſt nearly reſembles the 
DIVINE. 

TT is the uſual Manner, on Occaſi- 
ons of this Nature, to form magnificent 
Charatiers, and laviſh all the Arts of 
Panegyrick, Your Lavysnie's Cha- 

| rafter 
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rafter needs nothing / this Kind; but 
you will allow me, Mapa, without f 
tending either Tourſelf, or the World, to 
add, That whenever the Attempt fhall be 
made by a more equal Hand, of repreſents 
— 75 Tou in Tour juſt and amiable Light, 
all thoſe Perfettions Mind, and G races 
of Perſon, that diſtinguiſh and ndern You; 
will be leſs conſpicuous than the Humanity 
of Thur Diſpoſition, and that happy Be- 
neoolence, that equally promotes Tour own 
Peace, and the Happineſs of thoſe tohs 
are honour'd with Tour Acquaintance, or 
ſeem entitled any Way to deſerve Tour Re- 
lief. | | 
TT is with Pleaſure, Mapa, that at 
#be ſame Time I bare Tour Lavysnies 
Permiſſion. to throw this Eſſay under Tour 
favourable Protection; I have alſo the de- 
fir'd Opportunity of acknowledging, in this 
Manner, my great Obligation to Tour Good- 
neſs, and of diſcovering the ſincere Eſteem 
and Reſpett with which I am, 


MADAM, 
Your LADY SHIP's 
moſt obliged faithful Servant; 
S. Boys E. 
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For the Uſe of 
A young LA DT of Quality, &c. 


IETI is a Virtue ſo eſſential to the 
= BUAS Happineſs of Mankind in general, and 
P Dof that of the Fair Sex in particular, 
SD that, without it, the Advan:ages of 
Birth and Fortune too often prove but 
ſo many Miſchiefs and Snares. Indeed it is not eaſy 
ro conceive, how a young Lady, in the Bloom of 
Beauty, and expos'd to a thouſand Hazards and 
Sollicitations, of which her perſonal Perfection is 
the innocent but unhappy Cauſe, can long de- 
fend herſelf by the ſole Aſſiſtance of her Reaſon. 
Her Enemies are the more dangerous, the leſs 
they appear to be ſo; and ſhe has every Thing 
to apprehend from thoſe, who employ all the 
Arts of Complaiſance and Submiſſion to obrain 
their End, 
ForwERLY there was a Kind of Idol, or Deity, 
call d Reputation, from mow your Sex received 
| no 
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no inconſiderable * L leaſt their Regard 
for it obliged them to keep great Meaſures with 
reſpect to Decency, and preſerve themſelves 
from publick Cenfure. But inſenſibly this Cau- 
tion has yeilded to the prevailing Force of Cu- 
ſtom and Example, and it is now thought a ſuſſi- 
cient Excuſe for a Lady's Weakneſs, to plead the 
Merit, or good Qualities, of thoſe who have 
triumph'd over it. 

. EsTimart by this, Mapan, the Situation of a 
young. Lady of Birth and Fortune, at her firſt 
Appearance in the Grand Monde, ſubject to the 
ſecret Diſturbance of her own Paſſions, and lia- 
ble to the Importunity of thoſe ſhe has rais'd in 
others, uncontin'd by the Laws of Piety, and ei- 
ther indifferent with regard to Reputation, or 
not fully appris'd of the Value of it. Eſtabliſh, 
then, Piety, as the Bafis of your Conduct, I 
mean, a calm and ſolid Senſe of Religion, free 
from Scepticiſm on the one Hand, and Superſti- 
tion on the other; and be aſſur d, that, without 


this Foundation, the ſevereſt Virtue cannot be 
anſwerable for its own Security. 


Do not from hence, Mapan, imagine, that 

I would have you -think yourſelt unfortunate in 
that uncommon Share ot Beauty Heaven has 
beſtow'd upon you. I own, thoſe, to whom it 
has deny d this Favour, are, in my Opinion, hap- 
Pier, by the Advantage of being leſs expos'd ; but 
as this is owing to their being leſs taken Notice 
of, there is the leſs Merit in it. The World is 
apt to look on their Reſerredneſs as a Kind of 
Conſtraint, tor which it is no Way obliged to 
them; and whenever they ate ſo unhappy as to 
* forfeit 
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forfeit their Virtue, . are ſure to be condemn'd 
without Mercy. 8 

Braurr, Mapan, is the Gift of Heaven, for 
which you owe it no leſs Thanks, than for its 
having form'd you without any perſonal Blemiſh. 
It is your Duty to take Care of it, but not with 
Anxiety; to conſider it as the ſuperfluous 
Bounty of indulgent Providence, and be always 
prepar'd to reſign it, when the ſame Authority 
mall think fit to take it away. 

I am no Enemy to thoſe Ornaments of Dreſs 
that are ſuitable to your Age and Quality. Since 
Cuſtom has eſtabliſh d ſuch Things in that 
World which you live in, it is a Point ot Prudence 
to accommodate your felt to the Faſhion. Aftet 
all, it is not the Choice or Colour of a Ribband, 
the Adjuſtment of a Curl, or the Poſition of a 
Patch, which produce ſuch ill Conſequences (1). 
An irregular Carriage, an artful Glance, an affe- 
&ed Air, all the ſubtil Methods employ'd to en- 
gage a Lover, purpoſely to diſplay your Vanity in 
the Conqueſt, or ſooth your Pride, by giving him 
Pain; theſe, Mapa, are the fatal Signs I would 
have you moſt carctully avoid. / 

Ir is by ſuch Marks ſo many Ladies are en- 
roll'd in that numerous Society, the Members of 

which 


(1) The Archbiſhop of Cambray is of a very diſ- 
ferent Opinion on this Head. He was too great an 
Ad mirer of the true Beauty and Simplicity of Nature, 


to approve the Inconſtancy of Faſhions that reigns in 


France, His Sentiments on Dreſs and Beauty are 
worth the Peruſah in the 1cth Chapter of his Advice 
to a Daughter, 


E hy 
which go under the Denomination, of Coquettes, 
No amiable Character, Mapan, for a La- 
dy of Quality, whoſe Sentiments ſhould be an- 
ſwerable to the Dignity of her Birth. To 
confirm in you a laſting Contempt and Averſion 
for the Title, allow me to mention a few of the 
Qualities, commonly found in Ladies of this 
Claſs, and you will find, that an Underſtanding 


' tainted with Levity, is join d with a Heart 


intoxicated with Pleaſure ; That their Souls are 
void of Humanity, and incapable of Friendſhip ; 
That they have Reaſon without Reflection, a 
narrow Judgment, and unbounded Vanity ; That 
their Wiſhes are extravagant, and their Paſſions 
indirected. In ſhort, that fooliſh Jealoufies, and 
frivolous Converſation, diſſembled Goodneſs, with 
perpetual Hypocriſy, a cold and malicious Way 
of praiſing others, to be flatter'd themſelves, a 
Profufion of Words, or rather a complaiſant Kind 
of Jargon, with which they entertain the World, 
moſt or all of thoſe, are the infallible Symptoms 


of a Mind diſtemper'd with Coquettry. 
Ir is not, however, Mapau, by theſe Means, 


that the Eſteem ot Men of Merit and Honour 
is to be gain'd, and yet it is their Approbation 
only is worth the Acquiſition. But how deſire- 
able ſoever that may be, I would not have you 
to be too ſollicitous to obtain it. Leave your 
Beauty and Virtue to procure it for you, without 
troubling your ſelf farther, than the Care of al- 
ways deſerving it: When you come to beſtow 
thoſe Aſſiduities on your Perſon, in which Cu- 
ſtom has indulg'd your Sex. Let the Manner of 
your Dreſs, rather be calculated to appear — 

thole 


thoſe of your own a with any Am- 


bition of excelling this Way, much leſs with any 
View ot being particular. Let it be your princt- 
pal in the ſtricteſt Manner, to obſerve the 
ules of Decency, Let all your Actions carry 
in them an Air of that internal Wiſdom and Mo- 
deſty, that never fail ro charm and improve thoſe 
who behold them. Let your Behaviour be affa- 
ble, and without Conſtraint, Treat none with 
our Severity, but ſuch as may dcſerve it by 
Riling in the Reſpect they owe you; and, great as 
your Beauty is, regard it as greatly inferior in Va- 
lue and Importance to the Worth of your Mind. 
To tell you, that the one is uncertain and 
tranſitory, and that the other is inſeparable from 
our Exiſtence, would be to repeat to you a 
Truth as old as the Creation. I would rather 
chuſe to point out to you the excellent and ſu- 
perior Nature of your Soul, and the Obligations 
you lic under by rightly improving that, to a- 
dorn the high Rank you are plac'd in. This will 
be no eaſy Task, Mapan, if you do not early 
accuſtom yourſelf to underſtand, and cultivate 
this nobler Part of you, and take a ſecret Plea- 
ſure in the Reflection, Thar, exalted as your Birth 
is, it is yet ſurpaſs'd by the native Grandeur and 

 Magnificence of your Soul. | | 
ReapixG will be a conſiderable Help to you 
in this Caſe. The only Difficulty is, how to. 
make a right Choice ; yourſelf. There are 
ſome Books, I think, indifferent; fuch as thoſe 
that treat of Hiſtory, Travels, and ſome few 
Pieces in the Belles Lettres, that have been writ- 
ten by Men of Politeneſs and Gallantry, in Ho- 
| nour 
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nour of your Sex. Theſe, { think, you may ſaſe- 
by read ( for I would not confine you wholly to 

s of Morality and Devotion) but I would 
have you read them rather for Amuſement than 
Inſtruction; to quote them ſeldom ; and, particu- 
tarly, avoid the Appearance of a Character fo ri- 
diculous as that of a female Pedant. There are 
other Pieces I would wholly exclude out of your 
Cloſet ; and ſuch I reckon all T reatiſes of Philo- 
ſophy, and Romances. The firit can only ſerve 
to confuſe and diſturb your Judgment ; and the 
laſt to corrupt the native Goodneſs and Innocence 
of your Heart. But, if you will believe me, the 
beſt Books in the World will be leſs (ſerviceable to 
your Improvement, than the ſelect Converſation 
of a virtuous and experienced Friend, who can 
communicate her Reflections to you without Re- 
ſerve, and to whom you can as freely diſcover 
your moſt ſecret and important Affairs. 

*T'is ſuch a One, Mapan, will inform you, 
that the two Qualities moſt valuable in your Sex, 
are Calmneſs and Good- Nature; and that, with 
theſe (provided ſhe does not want Senſe) a Lady 
will be always agreeable. I have no Deſign, in 
ſaying this, ro confine the female Genius. I 
know there are many of your Sex capable of 
forming the higheſt Enterprizes, or of attaining 
the ſublimeſt Sciences. Bur, in my Apptehenſion, 
our Sex, as well as yours, are apt to miſtake 
themſelves as to this Point. It is not of ſuch 
Conſequence, to have the Genius enterprifing 
and lively, as ro have it rightly turn'd, and tho- 
roughly form'd, fo as to know where our Happi- 
neſs lies, and purſue it by ſteady and rational 

BY Methods. 
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Methods. Whereas, but * often, the ſhining 


Qualities of the Mind, inſtead of aſſiſling us for 
this Purpoſe, prejudice or miſlead us, and fre- 
quently hurry us into thoſe Indiſcretions, that 
may not improperly be call'd the Precipices of 4 
Court. | | | SS, 
I wourtd by no Means, Mapan, from hence, 
be thought to reduce you to Talents unbecoming 
your Station. All I mean is to convince you, 
that the moſt true, as well as uſcful Knowledge, 
conſiſts in the underſtanding our Duty well, and 
preſcrving the Limits Nature has preſcribed to 
us. Whatever carries you beyond theſe is often 
dangerous, and always unncceſſary. Of what 
Conſequence, for Example, is it for you to know 
the Difference betwix: the Ptolemaick and Co- 

rnican Syſtems? Or in what Manner Storms 
and Lightning are produc'd ; with a Thouſand o- 
ther Doctrines of equal Inſignificancy. 

Ir is not fo caſy a Task to direct you, Ma- 
Dau, What Turn your Genius ſhould take. The 
Temperament of the Mind, in this Caſe, depends 
very much on the Conſtitution, All I can ven- 
ture to ſay, is, that, were I at Liberty to give 
my Opinion in ſo delicate a Point, you would 
prefer the penſive Diſpoſition to the gay. Not 
that I think Vivacity wants its particular Charms, 
but we live in an Age wherein Pcople are obli- 
ged ro appear, at leaft prudent, fo early, and 
conſequently the Seaſon of Pleaſure and Diver- 
ſion is ſo ſhort, (1) that I think the ſerious Man- 
ner is the more eligible of the Two. Tun 


(1) To underſtand this Paſſage, it is neceſſary to ob- 
ſer ve the Time when it was written, M. de Mainte- 
#1086 
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i Tus grave was, . MavDan, have 


no Reaſon to overvalue themſelves on this Deciſi- 
| on. The Levity of the Gay, is a Flame thar 
| ſoon evaporates, and ſeldom leaves any ſtrong Im- 
| preſſions on the Mind. Ir is otherwiſe with them; 
n as they are ſubject to make more laſting Engage- 
4 ments; and, that their Lovers imagine themſclves 
| ſafe againſt Inconſtancy, they neceflarily are more 
| expos d. 
| > Tis on this Occaſion you can never be too 
much on your Guard. The Beginning of an A- 
mour, between two Perſons of Quality and Me- 
rit, has ſomething in it ſo apparently juſt ; it is 
ſo natural to like an amiable Object, eſpecially 
when we know we are ourſelves belov'd by it firſt ; 
and if Virtue did not interpoſe, there is ſo much 
of Sincerity and Gratitude in doing ſo, that the 
utmoſt Precautions ſeem requiſite againſt a Paſſion, 
whoſe: Progreſs is as difficult to ſtop, as tis eaſy 
ro ſuppreſs in its Original. 

Tus ſuteſt Way, Mapan, is carefully to in- 
ſpe& your own Inclinations, and, by a due Re- 
flection on the Conſequences, ſtifle the firſt Emo- 
tions of this Kind in your Breaſt. Conſider, your 
Choice and Eſtabliſtment in the World depend 
leſs on yourſelt than on theſe ro whom you owe 


| . your 
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uon had then an abſolute Sway at the Court, and as 
that Lady was a remarkable Devotee, the whole 
Court put on {uch extravagant Airs of Hypocriſy, that 
when wh; Fg to be expos'd by Moliere, in his Tar- 
tuff, the King was obliged to yield to the Party, and 
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your illuſtrious Birth (1). But beware of carryi 
this Caution ſo far as to give your Viewe a ER 
an Aſpe&. I would not have you, tor 
this Reaſon, look on the other Sex as Monſters 
and Enemies, or receive their Compliments and 
Civilities as fo many Injuries and Affronts, pro- 
vided there be nothing in them extravagant or ri- 
diculous; but that they are attended with good 
Manners and Reſpect, they ſhould not be offen+ 
five to you. But, you will ſay, the Queſtion is, 
how you ſhall diſtinguiſh and return them ? 

*T is here, Madan, you will find Occafion for 
all the Delicacy of your Underſtanding, Avoid, 
above all Things, carrying ſuch Converſations to 
any Length. Let your Anſwers be ſhort and ge- 
neral, attended with an obliging Manner ; and 
endcavour, as ſoon as poſſible, to divert the Diſ- 
courſe to fome other Subject. It is only the Ta- 
lent of your Country-Ladies, to aſſect an aukward 
Kind ot Ridicule on this Article, and puſh on 
the Diſpure till they have forced their Admirers 
to quit the Field. 

Ir is a common Miſtake, that, by the Vivacity 
of their Wit, or the Sprightlineſs of rheir Repartees, 


your Sex diſcover themſelves to moſt Advantage. 


B I 


1) The Lady, to whom the Marquis of Chetardye 

ibed this Treatife, was Mademeiſelle de Nantes, 
natural Daughter to Lewis XIV. by Frauces Athg- 
naſia de Roche Chouart, Marchionefs of Monteſpan, and 
Daughter to the Prince of Mortemar : She was born 
in 1573. and married to Lewis Duke of Bourbon in 
1685. She was legitimated by the King in 1681» 
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I would rather, M apan, adviſe you, when Things 
are ſaid, which are improper for you to take No- 
rice of, by a ſeeming Ignorance, to ſhew that your 
Diſcernment alone is the Cauſe of your Silence. 
There is more Merit in ſuch a Behaviour than is 
commonly imagin'd : For every one is naturally 


| fond of their own Sentiments: They often riſe ſo 


ſuddenly, it is not eaſy to ſuppreſs them: And, 
as the Reſtraint coſts us ſome Pain, others will do 
us the Juſtice to place it to our Account. 
JeaLovsr is another Paſſion very fatal to your 
Sex. It ſeldom fails being attended with Malice 
and Envy, two of the blackeſt Diſpoſitions can 
deform the human Soul. There is a great Num- 
ber of Ladies, to whom it is inſupportable to hear 
the leaſt Good ſpoken of one who is abſent; and 
this has ſo prevailed in the World, that our Sex 
think themſclves obliged to keep great Meaſures, 
on this Occaſion, when in Company with thoſe 
whoſe Reſentment they may fear, or whoſe Fa- 
vour they defire to preſerve. Bur, can any Thing 
be more weak or ridiculous than ſuch a Conduct? 
— Can you believe, Madam, the juſt Praiſes, oY 
ven to the Merit or Beauty of another, will di 
miniſh your own ? Or can you poſſibly imagine, 
that you are the ſole Perſon in the World who 
poſſeſs thoſe Qualities in Perfection? It you think 
yourſelf intitled ro the Applauſes beſtow'd on the 
abſent Lady, ſhould you not taſte a ſecret Satiſ- 
faction in finding yourſelf commended in the Per- 
ſon of another, without any Expence to your Mo- 
deſty? And, if you think the Lady is flattered, 
is not the Caſe equal? Does the unde ſerved Praiſe 
ſhe receive, the leaſt Injuſtice or Prejudice wn? 


11 
But ſelf-Love is too delicate to hear Reaſon on 


this Article. The uſual Method, on ſuch Occa- 
fions, is, to take the Alarm, to exclaim againſt 
the Perſon commended, to enumerate all her Foi- 
bles, and, if that be not ſufficient, to infinuate 
Faults of your own Invention, heightned wich all 
the Aggravations witty ill Nature can beſtow, till, 
before the Company breaks up, the envied Rival 
is made as deform'd and di able as ſhe is 
wiſhed to be. — What is the natural Conſequence 
of all this? There are always People charitable 
enough to carry the Intelligence. She takes the 
Opportunity of inveighing, in her Turn, and, 
perhaps, enjoys her ſeparace Triumph. Partics 
are called in, on both Sides, to maintain the Quar- 
rel, to which Truth and Humanity are daily ſa- 
crificed ; and thus the lovelieſt Part of the Crea- 
tion, by their private Feuds, diſturb that Peace 
and Harmony they ſeem deſigned, by Heaven, to 
have eſtabliſhed and improved. 
Do you, Man, act in a more generous Man- 
ner. Speak well of all you can; at leaſt, lay ir 
down as an inriolable Rule, to yourſelf, to ſpeak 
ill of none. Reflect how ſacred and tender a 
Thing Reputation is (1), and how cruel it is to 
trifle with it. Conſider, that, without Goodneſs, 
| ycu 
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(1) —— — — Good Name, in Man or Woman, 
Is the immediate Jewel of their Souls. ( thing; 
Who ſteals my Purſe, ſteals Traſh 3 *is ſomething, no- 
?T'was mine, %tis his; and has been Slave to Thouſands: 

But he that filches from me my Good Name, 

Robs me of that which not enriches him, 


But makes me poor indeed, ———  Shakeſpear. 


more 
than diſpia 


2 

gal Stare. It is diſhonourable on either Side, but 
eſpecially on yours, to give Occaſion for it; and 
it is very uneaſy to bear it. A virtuous Woman 
will never heſitate in her Choice, but chuſe ra- 
ther patiently to ſuffer an Injuſtice of this Nature, 
than once entertain a Thought of returning, 
much leſs of committing it. I know there are 
ſome Tempers, in whom this Paſſion is fo exqui- 
ſitely violent, and ſelf-tormenting, that a Lady 
had need of no ordinary Proportion of Wiſdom 
and Patience to endure the Trial. But, on the 
other Hand, I am inclin'd to believe theſe uneaſy 
Suſpicions too often are owing to the irregular 
Conduct of your Sex before Marriage, and thoſe 
dubious Reputations they bring their Husbands 
along with their Portions. For this Reaſon, let 


me conjure you to be molt vigilant over your own 


N a | | 


ads Af OS Hin tin ms ad nn SS = ws @a © #00 


wok» Wwmnw Km DO 


t 
4 
c 
* 
Ly 
1 
e 
* 


C33 ] 
Conduct, and ſaffer no Day to paſs, without being 
accountable ro yourſelf for what has happened. 

Is it be your ill Fortune to have a Husband, 
whoſe Fidelity is not ſuch as you may juſtly ex- 
I would by no Means have you appear in- 
ble of your Wrong; that would diſcover an 
Indifference, very inconfiſtent with your Character, 
and the Tenderneſs due in that Relation, Bur 
ler your Complaints be addreſs d ro himſelt alone, 
timed tothe beſt Advantage; and, above all, avoid 
the leaſt Sharpneſs or Reſentment in your Man- 
ner ot Expoſtulation. Uſe the ſofteſt Terms, and 
the gentleſt Methods you can think of, to regain 
his Affections, and recal him to his Duty. If, 
for your mutual Misfortune, they prove unſucceſs- 
ful, you will at leaſt gain this conſiderable Advan- 
tage, that tho you ſhould loſe his Heart, you 
will, in ſpite of his Inconſtancy, till preſerve his 
Eſteem. 
Wren 2 Breach of this Kind happens, a Lady, 
who is in any Meaſure agreeable or deſerving, will 
always find but too many who will intereſt them- 
ſelves in her Cauſe. By ſome ſhe will be told, 
& is a ſurprifing Thing, that one with her Accompliſh- 
ments, who might have made fume Man of Merit 
happy, ſhould meet ſuch ill Uſage. Others will 
hint to her, That it is amazing to all the World, 
to ſee a Man, who ſhould think no Sacrifice too dear for 
her Efteem, taken up with a Creature in every Re ſpect 


Jo much below her; that this is an undeniable Proof 


of the ill Taſte of Husbands, With a gieat Deal 
more of the ſame Kind, which Pcople are ready 
to ſay, on ſuch Occaſions, to thoſe who will take 
the Pains to hear them. After the Task of Sym- 

pathizing 
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1 

| 
| 


. } 
pathizing is over, Advices are propoſed to the fufs 
fering Lady; and, in order to diſpoſe her to the 
Law of Retaliation, ſhe is told, That it is ſome- 
times proper to let Husbands know ſuch Things are not 
to be tamely born; That it is always in a Lady's Power 
to revenge herſelf ; That frequently ſuch a Conduct has 
better Effect: than continual Forbearance and Modera- 
tion; and that, ajter all, if a Husband prove irreclaim- 
able, a Woman may be diſpenſed with for a little In- 
dulgence on her Side. When the Rival is ſufficient! 
ſatyrized, they begin the Deſcription of the Hul. 
band; but great Meaſures are obſerved in this 
Point, leaſt the Lady's Virtue ſnould take the A- 
larm. At firſt his Inconſtancy only is blamed, next, 
if he has any perſonal Faults, they ate introduced 
to ſet off the Praiſcs beſtowed on the Lady herſelf. 
It ſhe is good enough to hear all this patient- 
ly, or, atleaſt, with Indifference, the Deſign goes 
on; hetherto all ſeems fair and generous. It ſeems 
only the fincere Concern of a Friend, who zcal- 
ouſly eſpouſes her Intereſts, who eſteems her good 
Qualities, and kindly ſhares in her Sufferings ; 
who is ſo diſintereſted himſelf, as to juſtify ner 
Conduct in all Converſations; and fo touched with 
her Grief, as to endeavour to divert it by all the 
Entertainments and Amuſements he can procure 
her. The Lady, by the Value ſhe places on all 
theſe obliging Marks of an extraordinary Friend- 
ſhip, throws herſelf off her Guard, and gives the 
Opportunity to the concealed Admirer, he has ſo 
Jong wiſhed for, of laying aſide the Mask. The 
diſguiſed Friend and Counſellor, now ſecure of 
her Confidence, and embolden'd by her Eſteem, 
avows his Flame, and claims a Share in her "_ 
ce 


1 

he has no juſt Title to, but . obtained by Flar= 
tery and Fraud. I own, Madam, that Perſons of 
your Rank ſeem exempted from any Hazard of 
this Kind; but, believe me, the Reſpect due to 
your Quality is not always a ſufficient Security z 
and we live in ſo adventurous an Age, that, if a La- 
dy diſcover the leaſt Weakneſs this Way, there are 
but too many ready to turn it to their own Ad- 
vantage. 

Warn a Difference of this Kind ariſes, a Lady 
has very great Meaſures to oblerve, with re- 
ſpect to the World; for tho* nothing is more na- 
tural to us, than to like thoſe who pity or ſym- 

athize with us in our Suftcrings ; yet Virtue 
ſiricaly requires we ſhould bear this Affliction a- 
lone, and forbids a Lady, upon any Account or 
Conſideration whatever, to hear her Husband re- 
flected on in her Preſence, let her Cauſe of Com- 
plaint be never ſo well grounded. In ſhort, Ma- 
Dau, the beſt Method can be taken; in ſo critical 
a Caſe, is to avoid ſaying any Thing yourſclf on 
the Subject, which will ſufficiently arifcourage o- 
thers from uſing that Liberty. Silence is here a 
Piece of the greateſt Prudence; tur if a Lady 
ſpeak well of her Husband, at a Time when it 
is publickly known there is no good Underitand- 
ing between them, it will be thought either great 
Weakneſs or Hypocriſy; and, it the complains, 
who does ſhe expect will do her Jultice? Your 
Sex are ſuch ill Politicians, that you are ſeldom 
true to one another ; and the ſame Perſons, who to 
herſelf aggravate the Juſtice of her Complaints, 
will perhaps de the firſt, in another Company, who 
ſhall endeayour to make her appear ridiculous. 


This 
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r how uncertain it is to 
truſt to Friendibips, as what was ſaid 


be- 
' fore will, I hope, be ſufficient to ſhew you, how 


1 yourſelf upon the Pity of 
the Men. | 


I wiitt allow, Manan, I think there are very 
few, in their right Senſes, who could be capable of 
forming any Deſigns upon your Virtue. But 
Men are too often bettray d into ſuch Views, by 
inſenſible Degrees, and hurry'd, by the Violence 
of their Paſſions, into Projects, which, on maturer 
Deliberation, they would never have conceiv'd. 
Whar to Day appears to be Gratitude, or Eſteem, 
or Compaſſion, perhaps To-morrow alters its 
Shape, and degenerates into Love; and, ſince we 
find our Paſſions thus ſubje& to Alteration, there 
is no being anſwerable for ourſelves. Your ſu- 
reſt Way is, to ſhun all Engagements that are in 
the leaſt ſubject to Suſpicion. Tho' it muſt be 
eonteſs d this is an unhappy Neceſſity, that thus 
obliges the two Sexes mutually to diſtruſt each 
other, and ſets Limits betwixt thoſe whom Hea- 


ven ſeems to have created for their joint Happi- 


neſs and Satisfaction. 

I yo not pretend, Mapa, by this, to debar 
you from enjoying the Company of your Friends, 
or the advantageous Pleaſures of an a le and 


ſcle& Converſation. Nor would I deny you the 


Privilege of a male Friend, that may affiſt 
you with his Judgment and Advice, 1 would 
only obſerve to you, the Delicacy and Prudence 
neceſſary in making ſuch a Choice. The Diſtin- 
ion between Love and Friendſhip is ſo very 
fender, that it is not eaſy to imagine, a Your 


| 


3 
and a Paſſion, ſo nearly 0 FOR ſhould always 
keep their proper Diſtance, For this Reaſon, I 
think, the Perſon you honour with your Confi- 
dence, ſhould be of ſo advanc'd an Age, and fo 
unblemiſh'd a Character, that your Acquaintance 
need not fear the Cenſures of the World, tor in- 
fringing the Rules of Decency. 

Jupce, Maban, of the Excellency of this Y 
lity, from the Reſpect paid to it by the molt a- 
bandon'd Part of the World. It is never viola- 
ted or transgreſs d, but all the better Part of 
Mankind take the Alarm, and unanimouſly join 
to ſupport its Intereſts; and yet it is neither an 
Article of Faith, nor an Act of Parliament. I 
take this aniverſal Regard, paid to it, to ſpring 
from the inſeparable, but ſecret Connection it has 
with Honour and Goodneſs, and the eternal A- 
verſion it has to Envy and Detraction. I know 
that Vice ſometimes conceals itſelf under this 
Veil of Decency, and a fair Appearance, and 
that, conſequently, we may be deccived, in the 
Concluſions we draw from it. But, at the ſame 
Time, there is this conſiderable Advantage gain'd 
by obſerving its Rules, that you preſerve the E- 
ſteem and Conſideration of the World, which, 
having no other Way tojudge of the Heart, but by 
our Conduct, is always ſatisfied, it that be ap- 
parently regular and juſt. 

Guard yourſelf, in particular, Mapa, againſt 
ſelf-Love, and ſhun that Folly too incident to fo 
many of your Sex, who, from the extraotdinary 
Opinion they have conceiv'd of their own 
Charms, imagine they mult produce the ſame Et- 
ſect on all who behold ow. Between belicving 
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ape wing fo, the bau end þ is yer ico 
N m tra 
farther than the mages, er Reafon 
might give you 


your 

to think fo, Pa myſe ore you will ede 
ſo credulous on this Article: Bur, at the ſame 
Time, let me conjure ADAM, never to tri- 
ſte with the fincere aGon of a Man of Ho- 
nour and Worth. Sx Slory or Advantage 
can * recerve making uch 2 one either 
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ty Sifieutons, or really miſcrable ? For, as 
a Paffion you | 


— irtue will never ſuffer you to entertain 
ox encourage 4 ve no Thoughts 
2 returning, fo, after the firſt Declaration of this 
ep a fhould 3 carefully avoid x pring « 
con rtunity, and even, as much as le, 
keep out of his Sight, I ſeak the Preſence of an 
Odject, which ſufters fo much on your Accou 
Mould diſturb the Tranquility of your Mind. 
and raiſe a Compaſſion i in you, that might per- 
baps afterwards take a tenderer Turn. 
Ir will be to no Purpoſe, Mapa, to object, 
that you can fee no great Piſtinctions obſerved 
in the polite World, between Women of Chara- 
Ger, and thoſe whoſe Conduct is lefs fcrupulous 
thar they are reccived in all good Company with 
Re e ſame Freedom, and treated with the fame 
eſpect. I own, it is true, that formerly a La- 
dy, who was tender of her Reputation, would 
have hardly received a Viſit from one whoſe Cha- 


rater was under the leaſt Shade; and that it is 
quite otherwiſe now. But tho” the ſame Cuſtom, 
that ſirſt introduc'd this Maxim, has thought " 
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_ it were 
not hes ler 1 = FS: irrue 1s not 
charming cuong tobe on for een ler 


It its own 


be — Mapan, to excuſe 


d will you 
yourſelf, hy alledging the Temptations and Al- 
lurements of 2 Our Courtiers 
are 4 n ing on their own Fortune, or 


ing their 


Rivals, that they have little 
ime > ad allow to r with 
Reſpe& to your Sex; and of thoſe who ſhine 
this bes, the yp + is ſo ſmall, that there is 


no great It is 
4 1 N in yeee that 922 2 moſt in 
Courts. Whatever Paſſions reign the they put 


on, at leaſt, a handſom Diſguiſe. is an 
Appearance ol | omar oblerv' d, which, if it 
does not leſſen the Crime, at leaſt, prevents the 
Contagion of it. For Example, if People there, 
as they do in other Places, { ak ill ot one ano- 
ther, they do it with ſuch Precaution and good 
Manners, that the Scandal is ſeldom groſs or pub- 
lick. If Intrigues are carried on, ic is with great 
Meaſures and Addreſs. It is plain, it is not ſo 
1 other Places. 22 .. - wo taken, and 
rances are leſs regarde 

— MONGST the Weakneſſes your Sex is charged 
with, the two moſt dangerous, in my Opinion, 

are Curiofity and Revenge. Think, Mau, 
into how many Miſchiefs we are led by the one, 


and how many Errors ate occaſioned by the * 
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As for the latter, conſider the dreadful Eſſects it 
12323 and the Remorſe that always follows it. 

a Man be the Object of your Reſentment, you 
cannot do Juſtice to yourfelt in Perſon, but muſt 
employ ſome Friend ; and, by the Diſcovery of 

our Weakneſs, in expoſing the Quarrel, give 

im the O ity to make his own Advan- 
tage of it. do you think the World is ſo 
charitable as to believe, that the Gentleman, who 
ſtakes his Honour, his Fortune, and his Life, in 
2 Cauſe, does it without the Hope of ſome 

eturn. Do not imagine your Quality, in this 
Caſe, will ſcreen you from Reflection. The Age 
we live in is ſo cenſorious, that that will rather be 
made a Handle of to condemn you. The Faults of 
the Vulgar are conceal'd by the Obſcurity of their 
Birth and Condition. It is quite otherwife with 
Perſons of your Diſtinction; their Situation expo- 
ſes them to the publick View and their Exam- 

les have ſuch Authority, that they ſerve their 
— for Imitation or Excuſe. Let me in- 
treat you then Mapam, never to give a Looſe 
to your Reſentment, leaſt you ſhould authorize a 
Crime ſo pernicious as that of Revenge. 

An obliging Behaviour will readily prevent 
your falling into any Hazard this Way. For as 
few are ſo unreaſonable as to be angry, but when 
they think themſelves offended, ſo there are ſcarce 


any ſo brutal, as to injure an inoffenfive Temper ; 
but ſince there often appear Monſters in Nature, 
which ſhe never intended to produce; ſo, if, not- 
withſtanding your Prudence and Goodneſs, there 
are any capable of treating you with Diſreſpect, 
it 154 Misfortune I would have you return me 

| cr 
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ther Way but by Silence and Contempt. I own; 
this may ſeem a Peice of ſelt-Denial, that re- 
uires a ſtrong Virtue to ſupport it ; but, every 
hing conſidet d, I am ſure, it is the only Way 
a Lady can in ſuch Caſes come off with Honour. 
Courage is a Quality entirely foreign to your Sex, 
and there is nothing you ought to avoid more, 
than making a Noiſe in the World. 

Curtogiry (by which I mean the Deſire of 
knowing future Events, for there is another Kind 
of ir that is allowable) is another Weakneſs I 
would defire to caution you againſt. Why would 
you, Manu, attempt to draw aſide the Cur- 
tain which GOD has plac'd berwixt you and 
him, and become the voluntary Dupe of an A- 
ſtrologer, or a C»fee-Tofſer (1), —— who 
have juſt as much Knowlcdge of your Deſtiny 
as you have of theirs. There are ſome Things 
ſhould never be enquired into, both becauſe a 
Diſcovery of them 1s impoſſible, and we always 
hurt ourſelves in the Search. If you want really 
to know what will happen to you, examine your 
own Conduct; for tho Fortune ſometimes tri- 
umphs over human Precaution, yet more general- 
ly the Colour of our Lives depends principally 
on our good or ill Management. Reſt content 
then in that Uncertainty of your Fate, which the 

Wiſdom 
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(1) The Term of Coffee-Tofſer is of the Tranſla - 
tor's Addition, the Practice being entirely modern, 
and ſuited to the preſent Age : But the Pretenders to 
this myſtical Art are ſo numerous, and the Thing it» 
ſelf is ſo eminently ridiculous, it carries its own Con- 
futation. 
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realonable People beyond themſelves, Can ſhe 
believe a Man exaſperated with a Run of ill 
Luck, is yet ſo much Maſter of his Temper, as 
to preſerve the ReſpeR due to her Quality ? And 
it we has the Mivfortwne to be in his Debt, is ſhe 
ſufficiently aſfur'd of her Virtue, to believe herfelf 
ſafe from the Sollicitarions of a Paſſion that em- 
ploys all Advantages to obtain its own 1 
on 


77 


et 
2 — Meu. be preſumed I 
ality, and in others may as an- Inca- 
— ” of doing Good; but, in People of Rank 
Ind Diftindion inction, it is impoſſible either to be diſ- 
Bon fob excuſed. Preferve your felt from a Paſ- 


on fo baſe and ſelſiſh, that it is able- ro ſtop- the 
Exerciſe of every other Virtue. In Effect, M 
DaMy, Generofiry, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Gratitude, 
the Humanity we owe to the 
Diſtreſs of others, all theſe ſhining Virtues loſe 
their Influence and Farce, when counterbalanced 
by the ſingle Weight of Avarice. 
Non will you need, on this Account, Mapaz, 
run into the oppoſite Extreme of Prodgeliry, 
Jags. great and rich as they arc, may embarraſs 
their Affairs by an exceffive Profulion, and the ill 

Ma of their Bounty. There have been 
Examplcs 


E 
Examples of this Nature (i). There is a great 
Deal in knowing how to beſtow Favours. Libe- 
rality is an Act every Perſon of Diſtinction ſhould 
ſtudy, and which it is not ſo eaſy to attain. With- 
out Flattery, I know but one in France that un- 
derſtands it in its Perfection. 

Evexy Deſign that is undertaken without ſome 
rational End and View, is commonly either ridi- 
culous or unſucceſsful. If it chance to happen o- 
therwiſe, the Succeſs or Honour of it is no Way 
due to ourſelves. Upon the Strength of this Ma- 
xim, I think I may ſafely affirm, that theſe Bene- 
firs the Great beſtow, without Choice or Diſtinc- 
tion, are ſo many undeniableProofs of their Want of 
Judgment and Taſte. They ſhould have no other 
Mot ives in their Bounty than the Merit of thoſe 
who receive it; that generous Humanity that 
prompts them to relieve the Innocent and Unhap- 
Py; that true Glory that reſults from rhe Con- 
junction of Power and Goodneſs, and the Con- 
ſ{ciouſneſs of acting in a Manner ſuitable to the 
Digniry of their Station. Magnificence and 
Splendour, however they may dazzle the Eyes of 
the Vulgar, loſe all their Value, when diſplay'd 


merely 
(1) King Charles II. is no bad Inftance of this Be- 
haviour. I will not ſay, that no Prince ever received a 


:arger Revenue; but I will venture to ſay, that happy 
was it for his People, the large Snms he received were 
as conſtantly diſtributed amongſt his Miſtreſſes and Fa- 
vourites, who were generally of his own Character for 
Profuſeneſs, and conſequently the political Blood (that 


is, the Wealth of a Nation) only circulated thro? a warns | 
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1s only excuſable in thoſe, who, from a mean and 


| | ſo; and, conſequently, you muſt expoſe your 
v 


1 
merely to amuſe our Vanity, or ſupport our 
Pride. Such an empty Oftencation of Grandeur 


ignoble Station, have been rais'd to Titles and 
iches. In you, Mapan, ſuch a Conduct would 
mean and unworthy of yourſelf. Let your 
be applied rather in the Embelliſhment of 
your Mind, in adotning it every Day with ſome 
new Mark of true Greatneſs and Virtue. Believe 
me, this internal Magnificence is highly ſuperior 
to the other, and is the only one a great Princeſs 
like you ought to value herſelf upon. 

As to Gallantry, Mapay, I ſhall only ſay, 
that there are ſome married Ladies, whoſe Cha- 
racers are ſo happily eſtabliſned, that they may 
diſtinguiſh themſelves this Way, without endan- 
gering their Reputation; yet the Number of ſuch 
is very ſmall, becauſe Gallantry, as I underſtand 
it, being a Commerce between two Perſons of 
Wit Politeneſs, in which the Affections and 
Senſes are wholly excluded from any Snare, there 
are few can hold the Balance even between Love 
on the one Side, and Coquettry on the other. — 
Bur for Ladies, who, like you, have not altered 
their Condition, I think you ſhould, by no Means, 
form any Engagements of this Kind, becauſe, in 
doing ſo, you muſt underſtand ſome Things it be- 
comes you to be ignorant of, or, at lcaſt, to ap- 


es to the Cenſutes of the World. 

I 4am apt to believe, Mapan, a great many 

Ladies, art the firſt Sight, will be ſhock'd at the 

ſeeming Severity of theſe Maxims. What! no 

Learning, no Gallantry, no Love? What Con- 
D -  Lyerlation 
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inſiſting on theſe, 
ive us a mean Opinion of your Senſe. 
ve that, it will eaſily diſcover itſelf, whatever | 
Care you take te conceal it. A ſingle Smile di- 
ſcovered Brutus in the Height of his affected 
Folly ; and perhaps Lucretia had thought leſs of | 
his judgment, if he had been at more Pains to 5 
Ten is nothing more unaccountable than the 

Caprice of the World. Stupidity ſhocks every Bo— 
dy; and yet we are often as much diſpleaſed with 3 
too much Vivacity. It is no difficult Matter to \, 
aſſign the Cauſe of this. The greater Share of \, 
Senſe we have, the more carefully we ſhould a- a 
void the Affectation of diſcovering it. Modeſty p 
has ſomething ſo ſoft and inſinuating in it, that n 
it diſarms Envy. Selt-Conceit has a very diffe- i 
rent Effect. People regard it as a Tyrant, that te 
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would impoſe its Laws upon them, and rob them 
of the Liberty of Opinion. Thus, wherever ic 


appears, it raiſes ſuch a Number of Enemies, as 
at laſt overcome and deſtroy ir. | 
You will have here an Opportunity, Mana, 
to exert your good Senſe and Judgment; tor I fo 
think there are no certain Rules in this Caſe. A 5 
Thing may be properly faid at one Time, and in fre 
one Company, that would be inexcuſable in ano- 0 
ther. And it may be a Piece of Prudence, at a 
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particular uncture, yourſelf in the wrong, 
— A. Ae 


— at other Times, would be an Article both 


ty i ng 
thar it ſecures againſt the leaſt Miſtake, by ſerting 
| every Object before us in its juſt Light. From 
| hence, Manau, learn its ineſtimable Value, and 
| how much it is your Intereſt to cultivate and 
ſtrengthen it by Reflection and Thought. Thoſe 
who negle& making due Obſervations on the Oc- 
| currences of Lite, are like ſome accountable Tra- 


Tux Want of Leiſure, occaſioned by the Hurry 
and Irregularity of a Court Life, Mapa, will be 
no Excuſe to you. You may keep always one Quar- 
ter of an Hour out of the Twenty four to yourſelf, 
which will be ſufficient. If your Sex would but 
uſefully and rationally employ ſo inconſiderable a 
Portion of their Time, I am of Opinion we ſhould 
not fee ſo many miſtaken and unnatural Characters 
| in the World. "There would not ſo many an 
ted Beauties put on, roo aukwardly, the Air and 
| Livery of Youth; and ſo many blooming Charmers 
affect the Gravity and Wiſdom of old 3 It is 
from hence ſuch Numbers of Women appear ri- 
| diculous. Characters that are aflumed, ſeldom 
| ſucceed, becauſe they are generally either not 
ſupporred, or over acted. While Youth laſts, Ma- 
bau, let your Behaviour be of a Piece. Enjoy 
freely thoſe Diverfions and Pleaſures that are ſuit- 


able to your Age and Quality. Go to n. 
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or Balls, the Theatre, or the Opera; provided 
you have no Paſſion for any of theſe Entertain 
ments, your Conduct cannot be cenſured. 

Bur allow me to ſay, Mapa, that, on theſe 
and all other publick Occaſions, you ſhould con- 
fider your Virtue as more expoſed than at other 
Times, and conſequently maintain a ſtronger 
Guard. The Objects you ſee are all deſigned 
to pleaſe you : Your Appearance in ſuch Places 
is with pretty much the ſame Intention. And it 
is from this ſecret and mutual Deſign in the two 
Sexcs, to be agreeable to each other, that fatal 
Paſſion takes its Source, that diſturbs the Heart, 
and cauſes ſuch innumerable Miſchiefs and Diſ- 
orders in the World. 

Tun ſureſt Defence, Mapan, will be to keep 
up a conſtant Suſpicion and Guard againſt an E- 
nemy, who is the more formidable, as he has the 
Arr of pleaſing to a very high Degree. Learn to 
make your Duty an inviolable Law to yourſelf, 
and to prefer your Reputation to all other Conſi- 
derations. Look on it as an Article you can ne- 
ver be too delicate about; and ſtudy, with At- 
tention, the different Dangers it may be expoſed 
to in Life: But alas! how ſhall theſe be known, 
when we ſcarce arrive at the Knowledge of our 


ſelves? | 
Ir we would but carefully obſerve the various 


Characters we meet with, we ſhould, at laſt, | 


come to find the Reſemblance ot our own, in the 


Perſon of another; ( for there is ſcarce one Cha- 
racter ſo extraordinary, or particular, but there 
will he found ſome other ſimilar to it) __ 

| . what” 
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fancy, when theſe Inſtructions were written. 
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what we hear from LY concerning ſuch a one} 
it would be no difficult Matter to regulate our 
own; either by avoiding their Faults, or imi- 
rating their Virtues. But the examining our own 
Imperfe&ions is too uncaſy a Task for ſelf- Love 
to undergo. We rather indulge the oppoſite Ex- 
treme. We live divided between Indolence and 
Pride; or, to ſpeak more properly, we ſeem to 
live, fince a Life of this Kind is but a gentler 
Sort of Lethargy. 

Wrar a mclancholy Thing is it, Mapan, to 
ſee great Numbers ot your Sex trifle away their 
Lives between the Toilet and the Drawing- 
Room ; and confine their Ambition to the Care 
of their Dreis and Perſons, even at a Time when 


Beauty has forſaken them, without the leaſt Hope 
of Return. 1 would not have you wait till Time 
| robs you of this Advantage, but rather have the 
| Merit of reſigning your Claim to it, while you 


yet enjoy it. I am ſenſible, at preſent, Mana, 
this Advice ſcems unneceſſary; and that Time, 
inſtead of being your Enemy, is your Friend (1); 
but allow me to ſay, you cannot too ſoon accu- 
ſtom yourſelf to this Reflection. Were you ca- 

pable of being touched by ſuch a Motive, I would 


add, that, by this Means, you will preſerve your 
Charms the longer; and when you are ſeen ſo lit- 
| tle to value yourſelf upon your Beauty, thoſe, who 
| otherwiſe would, if poſſible, diſpute your Title 


to 


W 


— — 


(1) Mademeiſelle de Nantes was ſcarce paſt her In- 
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to it, will be ready to allow you 2 
of it than you poſſeſs. It is not fo 
ro and Propriety in your Dreſs. 
ſhould diſpenſe with your Care in that. 
Azovs all, Mapan, loſe no Opportunity of 
doing Good. This is the only Way you can leave 
a laſting and worthy Character: For it is not ſuf- 
ficient to have a thouſand good ties, if they 
are not exerted for the Benefit of Mankind. Le: 
not the Ingratitude of ſome, you may have obli- 
ged, prevent your conſtant Inclination and Endea- 
vour to do ſo, fince, how unworthy ſoever the 
Subjects may happen to be, the Pleaarc of doing 
Good is, in the very Action, its own eternal Re- 
ward, Believe me, there is not on Earth an 
Employment more worthy the Attention of a 
great Princeſs. Conceive a particular Contempt 
and Averſion for theſe Creatures, ( that too com- 
monly infeſt a Court ) who, at the Expence of 
Truth, Honour and Probity, either betray their 
Friends in Misfortune, or deſert them in Diſgrace. 
There is a reſpe&ful Liberty allowable in Defence 
of our Friends, which Princes, however prejudi- 
ced, cannot be oftended at; and which, tho they 
may ſeem to diſlike, they often ſecretly eſteem 

and approve. There is a Juſtice and Generoſit 
in ſuch a Behaviour, that carries its own Excul. 
with it. Tocorclude, remember thoſe beautiful 
Words of Titus, (1) who, becauſe he had paſled 
a Day, withour an Occaſion of obliging any 1 
ald, 


0 


(1) See Suetenins, in the Article of his Lite. 
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ſaid, with Concern, He * 2 
the Expreſſion upon your Memory; y con- 
ſtantly to put it in Practice; pr be aſſured, if 
any Thing is capable of diſtinguiſhing you above 
Mortality, it is to have your Heart inſpired with 
ſo divine and glorious a Principle. 

Ir will not be enough to know how to live well 
ou muſt learn to die well; tho, indeed, a g 
ife is one of the beſt Preparations you can make 
for a happy End. Death, Mapan, is the com- 
pleating of the Piece. Of what Importance will 
the * of the World be, to your Sup- 
port, it your laſt Moments are imbittered with 
Deſpair. A Deſpair the moſt dreadful, as it can 
receive no Mitigation nor Cure. I would not, 
however, adviſe you, at the Age you are in, to 
think on this Subject too intenſely. The Reflec- 
tion on the Diſſolution of our Nature has ſome- 
thing in it that is capable of diſturbing the firm- 
eſt Minds. I would only counſel you, trequently 
to reflect on the Uncertainty of Lite, and the Cer- 
tainty of Death; that the latter often ſurpriſes us 
when we leaſt think of it; and that Youth or 
Health are no Security againſt the Stroke of Fate. 


| Whenever theſe Conſiderations ariſe in your Mind, 


_ 


inſtead of diverting them, as too melancholly and 
gloomy, accuſtom yourſelf to regard them calm- 
ly ; and receive them as Favours ſent from Hea- 


ven, for your Advantage and Improvement. 


| 


Think daily, that the Affair of your eternal Ha 
pineſs is the moſt important Concern of your Life ; 
that no Body can do it for you, but that it de- 


pends wholly upon yourſclf; that Fortune has no 
Share 


— 
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as in iy. other Accidents of Lie; 
all Follizs or Neglects, it is the moſt. 

inexcuſable, for any Conſideration 

— to be careleſs about — immortal Part 
whoſe eternal Welfare or Miſery depends 
ſolely on your own Choice and Behaviour. 
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